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TAX LEGISLATION 


Action 1958 State legislatures 
1958 have enacted number tax measures. 
Major changes include adoption new taxes, 
increases tax rates and, ina few cases, 
reduction dropping certain taxes. 

Kentucky constitutional amendment, 
voted the people 1958, would 
authorize sales tax pay veterans' bonus 
bonds. Maryland, new cent cigarette 
tax has been earmarked pay increased 
for teachers. The state also 
raised personal income and sales taxes from 
per cent. utility franchise tax 
New Hampshire replaced revenue measure 
declared unconstitutional. 

Increased tax rates were established 
some states allowing credits lapse. 
Colorado allowed per cent credit per- 
sonal and corporation income taxes lapse. 
New York allowed tax credit with top $35 
lapse; this increased the individual income 
tax. The Colorado legislature also required 
corporations and individuals not subject 
withholding taxes estimate their income 
tax liability advance and make quarterly 
payments. 

Kansas increased personal and corporate 
income taxes and general and liquor retail 
Sales taxes. Mississippi raised its cigarette 
tax from cents per pack; the tax 
cigars was raised proportionately. New Jersey 
raised its gasoline tax from cents 
per gallon and levied 1.75 per cent cor- 
poration income tax corporate fiscal 
years beginning after July 1958. 

Rhode Island raised the motor fuel tax 
from cents per gallon and increased 
beer and distilled spirits taxes. The state's 
tax went from cents per 
pack and the bank tax was raised from 
per cent. The Rhode Island pari-mutual 
tax was increased from per cent per 
cent. South Carolina instituted withholding 
personal income taxes from non-residents. 
West Virginia increased its insurance premiums 
tax and discontinued per cent reduction 
its business and occupation tax. 

Steps were taken reduce abolish 
some taxes. Kentucky abolished the state 


amusement admissions tax and reduced personal 
income taxes increasing the tax credit. 
per cent surtax expired June 


Mississippi, thereby reducing personal and 


corporation income taxes. New York tax 
relief measure provided that parents all 
college students may now claim $800 in- 
come tax deduction exemption formerly allowed 
only parents students over 18. 


TERMS OFFICE 


Four Year Terms Proposed Constitutional 
Minnesota November would increase the 
terms five high state officials. The 
amendments would provide for four year terms 
for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
State, Treasurer and Attorney General. 
The office State Auditor would continue 
under four year 

Other proposed amendments would provide 
that Senator Representative shall hold 
any state federal non-elective office 
except notary public postmaster. 


UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 


Illinois Action five day special session 
the Illinois legislature June passed 
two measures dealing with unemployment com- 
pensation and general assistance. The maximum 
benefit payment period was increased thirteen 
weeks aggregate maximum thirty-nine 
weeks. The state the extended 
benefits from the unemployment compensation 
trust fund rather than through loan from 
the federal government. The legislature also 
approved emergency $15 million general 
assistance appropriation. cover 
the ordinary relief program, for which regular 
appropriations made the beginning the 
biennium had proved inadequate. 


Alaska Agreement Alaska has signed 
agreement with the United States Department 


Labor providing temporary unemployment 
compensation unemployed federal workers 
and unemployed ex-servicemen. 
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ATOMIC ENERGY, CIVIL DEFENSE 


Radiation Protection The 1954 New Jersey 
legislature has enacted "Radiation Protec- 
tion Act." 

Created under five member 
Commission Radiation Protection within 
the State Department Health. Commission 
members are required have scientific 
training medicine, radiology, radiation 
physics, atomic energy, biology engineer- 
ing. After public hearing the commission 
has power formulate, adopt, promulgate, 
amend and repeal codes, rules and regulations 
prohibit and prevent unnecessary radiation. 
Rules become effective sixty days after adop- 
tion the commission. 

The Department Health responsible 
for administration the act, and 
emergency may issue orders take effect 
immediately. Municipal ordinances, resolu- 
tions regulations are subject approval 
the commission and the State Commissioner 
Health. 


Emergency Service Atomic Energy Commission 
officials met recently with Ohio officials 
map out details for use emergency AEC 
monitoring teams event radiation 
incidents. The state has taken number 
steps prepare for such emergency. 
These have included training sessions 
radiological fire fighting, offered through 
the State Fire Marshal's Office and the Adult 
Extension Service the Department Educa- 
tion; assignment State Patrol staff 
member administer nuclear affairs for the 
Division Highway Patrol; and monthly 
check the Department Health the 
state's surface waters for radioactivity. 


Civil Defense Integration Legislation 
providing for integrated effort event 
enemy attack has been urged for Wisconsin 
the Milwaukee County Civil Defense Coor- 
dinator. speech before the Legislative 
Council's Advisory Committee Emergency 
Legislation, George Carnachan, the Coordina- 
tor, indicated that California plan would 
resolve some problems. The 
California plan provides for integration 
efforts state agencies with the civil 
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defense and disaster programs carry 
essential functions event enemy attack 
disaster. 

The Legislative Council has estab- 
lished hoc committee study and 
make recommendations regarding succession 
office, continuity government and the 
preservation records light the atomic 
age and the strengthening the civil de- 
fense laws. The proposals are con- 
sidered the 1959 legislature. 


MIDWEST CONFERENCE 


Regional Problems Examined The St. Law- 
rence Seaway, state finance, highway programs 
and aviation were major topics the Midwest- 
ern Regional Conference the Council 
State Governments, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
July 27-30. Attending were administrators, 
legislators and special guests from twelve 
midwestern states. 

addition the plenary business 
meetings, one afternoon was devoted three 
simultaneous sessions. the 
participants opportunity discuss 
relatively small groups regional problems 
concerning agricultural programs, water 
resources and metropolitan areas. 

Addressing the conference State 
Dinner, Governor Vernon Thomson 
Wisconsin underlined the importance setting 
reciprocity agreements licensing 
and taxation trucks, interstate placement 
adopted children and law enforcement. 
placed particular emphasis the plight 
now unable establish 
residence for purposes receiving assistance 
from state. Governor Thomson said 
necessary for the states accept responsi- 
bility alleviate such problems rather 
than turn them over the federal government. 


HIGHWAY SAFETY 


Admissible Evidence The Idaho Supreme 
Court has affirmed district court ruling 
that refusal submit blood test 
admissible evidence drunk driving cases. 
The district court had ruled that the jury 
could draw any justifiable inference 
guilt innocence from the refusal. 
four one decision, the high court 
concluded "that where intoxication 
evidentiary element disregard' 
homicide case arising out the 
operation motor vehicle, the accused 
has constitutional right refuse 
submit reasonable search and examination 
his blood the manner authorized 


Safety Conferences Four regional confer- 
ences street and highway safety will 
sponsored this fall for state legislators 
the President's Committee for Traffic 
Safety and the Council State Governments. 
The conferences will conducted the 


Traffic Institute Northwestern University, 
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with the assistance other national organi- 
zations. 

Purpose the meetings encourage 
legislative study street and highway needs, 
exclusive highway construction. Each con- 
ference planned for attendance four 
legislators and one legislative staff member 
from each participating state. 

The conference for the southern states 
will held Atlanta, October 7-10 and 
the eastern meeting Boston, November 10-11. 
The midwestern conferees will meet November 
30-December Chicago and those the 
western states Salt Lake City, December 
7-10. 


HIGHWAYS 


Condemnation Appraisals new system has 
been inaugurated Iowa for selecting ap- 
praisers for right-of-way condemnation 
proceedings. Condemnation jurors will now 
selected from panel drawn the 
direction the State Supreme Court. 
list 1,305 appraisers about dozen 
from each the state's ninety-nine counties 
has been completed. The old system 
provided that the State Highway Commission 
submit list twelve appraisers from 
which the Chief Justice would select six 
sit sheriff's condemnation jury. Right- 
of-way condemnation activity expected 
increase because new interstate highways 
planned for the state. 


International Highway Congress August 
authorized negotiation compact be- 
tween Minnesota and the Province Manitoba, 
Canada, for development highway 
provide access the Northwest Angle 
Minnesota. 


Motor Vehicle Licensing new Mississippi 
law requires payment the tax motor 
vehicles before issuance motor vehicle 
license. The law also provides for uniform 
assessment motor vehicles the basis 
State Tax Commission valuations. 


Utility Relocation case testing the 
constitutionality reimbursement because 
highway construction has been taken under 
advisement the New Mexico Supreme Court. 
1957 law provides reimbursement utilities 
for relocation. The State Highway Commission 
appealed the High Court after District 
Court ruled the law constitutional. The 
commission contends that state payment for 
utility relocation violates constitutional 
against donation public monies 
private concerns. Counsel for the combined 
cases representing four defending utilities 
contends that the legislature has power 
determine proper highway costs and that pay- 
ment utility relocation costs govern- 
ment function, just payment normal 
highway construction costs. 


Highway Safety Compacts Congress 


August completed action House Joint 
Resolution 221 authorizing interstate 
compacts promote highway safety. The 
measure was thereby cleared for the 
President. 


Oklahoma Highway Code special committee 


the Oklahoma Legislative Council has com- 
pleted work proposed highway code for 
the state. Early this summer the committee 
settled two controversial questions regarding 
use the state highway system public 
utilities and maintenance city and town 
streets that are extensions highways. 
Agreement the maintenance problem provid- 
that the State Highway Department negotiate 
with cities and towns for maintenance. Access 
utilities the interstate highway system 
for transmission facilities was left the 
discretion the State Highway Commission. 


New Highway Division The Wisconsin State 
Highway Commission has established new 
division handle right-of-way purchases 
for the state's greatly expanded highway 
program. The division will have responsibil- 
ity for planning, development and coordination 
land acquisition programs. also will 
administer activities concerned with access, 
roadside control, and the management, use 
and disposal excess property. acting 
director has been appointed serve until 
permanent director can chosen under 
civil service. 


Federal-State Road Program State financing 
progressing well the nationwide federal- 
state road building program, New York Times 
survey indicates. 

report the Times August out- 
lines procedures states have used secure 
the necessary monies. The report indicates 
that any major delay the program would 
due route selection and right-of-way 
acquisition rather than lack local fi- 
nancing. 

The survey points out that most states 
are relying heavily motor fuel and highway 
use taxes for the needed revenue. Many, 
adds, are turning the public bond market 
for cash. the other hand California, 
Illinois, New Jersey, New York and other 
states with heavy motor traffic are depend- 
ing mainly budget appropriations. About 
per cent New Jersey's budget 
underwrite highway construction. 

The Times report notes that traditional 
constitutional barriers prevent borrow- 
ing for the program some states. points 
seventeen states, however, that have used 
the bond market source funds fi- 
nance highway construction. The newspaper 
reports that: 

New York and Ohio have been authorized 
borrow $500 million. Bonds secured 
motor fuel and highway use taxes are being 
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sold Michigan and Ohio. The latter state 
borrowed $31 million bonds July and 
expected offer for sale $30 million 
more September. $1.2 billion road 
building program Michigan being inte- 
grated with the federal program. Michigan's 
effort will call for estimated borrowings 
$415 million bonds secured motor 
vehicle and fuel taxes. 

Colorado 1954 was authorized bor- 
row $35 million for highways and has since 
sold $29 million the bond market. Kentuck 
has borrowed $70 million under $100 million 
authorization voted 1956. 

The Maryland State Road Commission has 
$131.8 million bonds outstanding. The 
state authorized borrow $330 
million. Tennessee sold $15 million 
authorized $30 million road bonds 
March. Washington has raised $84 million 
from bond sales since finance through- 
way construction. 

For fiscal 1959 major allocations 
federal funds for the highway program include 
the following: 


State Federal Aid 
PROBLEMS THE AGING 
Louisiana Councils recent Louisiana law 


authorizes establishment advisory councils 
aging people municipalities parishes. 
The statute provides that such council shall 
comprise between five and twelve citizens, 
not more than half whom shall elected 
officials paid employees the munic- 
ipality parish. The council would conduct 
studies regarding employment, health, finan- 
cial status, recreation and other conditions 
affecting the welfare aging people. 

The legislature also has authorized any 
parish, ward municipality levy 
valorem tax used for the construction, 
equipment, maintenance, upkeep and operation 
home for the aged. The revenue measure 
must approved majority property 
taxpayers. Before admission one the 
homes, applicants must have been residents 
for two years the parish where the tax 
levied. 


Housing Designed for Aged Connecticut 


Commission Services for Elderly Persons 
has recommended moderate rental housing 
specially designed for them. James C.Buckley, 


chairman the commission, reported that 
the group had studied housing standards for 
the aged this country and abroad before 
making its recommendations. Safety pre- 
cautions were stressed the plan. Recommend- 
design features include non-skid floors, 
doors wide enough accomodate wheel chairs, 
and electric outlets two feet off the floor. 


EDUCATION 


School Laws The Arizona Legislative Council 
has authorized recodification the state 
school laws. Professor Claude Brown 
the University Arizona has been retained 
work the project, which expected 
completed 1960. The council voted 
for recodification after Attorney General 
Robert Morrison and Taylor Hicks, President 
the Arizona School Board Association, 
urged complete rewriting school laws. 
The Attorney General reported that conflicting 
opinions his office and county attorneys 
stemmed from inadequate laws and would 
continue harass school administrators 
until new code was written. Senator 
Robert Prochnow, education committee chairman 
the legislature, said four year study 
the problem the committee indicated 
that conflicts and inconsistencies could 
eliminated recodification. 


Foundation Program twelve member special 
commission the Missouri General Assembly 
has been appointed study the state's school 
foundation program. Adopted 1955, the 
program designed apportion public school 
finances provide about $185 per year for 
the education each elementary pupil. The 
special commission, eight legislators and 
four private citizens, will evaluate the 
program since its inception and make recommend- 
ations for any changes deemed necessary. 
Other Missouri interim committees are 
studying judicial redistricting, water 
resources and industrial development. 


Teacher Refresher Courses Public and paro- 
chial school teachers New York are receiv- 
ing state financed refresher training sci- 
ence and mathematics. The 1958 legislature 
approved $100,000 fund finance the 
Summer training. The funds cover tuition 
and living expenses. The Education Department 
decided that the program could not limited 
public school teachers since the law did 
not prescribe such limitation. Governor 
Averell Harriman has recommended $600,000 
program advanced the Board Regents. 


School Terms The Education Committee 
The Wisconsin Legislative Council consider- 
ing proposal utilize public schools 
twelve months year. School boards would 
authorized operate four quarters 
three semesters, with each child attend- 
ance three quarters two semesters. 
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Meantime, the State Department Public 
Instruction has promulgated rules establishing 
separate licenses for school supervisors and 
administrators. They were previously licensed 
teachers. Set forth are the minimum cred- 
its professional training and teaching 
experience for various required categories 
administrators. 


NATURAL RESOURCES 


Water Association Colorado has established 
committee set state water associ- 
ation. The committee, appointed water 
congress called Governor Stephen 
McNichols, has nineteen members. The new 
association designed bring unity among 
various groups interested the state's wa- 
ter. hoped that will establish 
comprehensive public information program, 
set state water research center and 
speed the study the underground water 
Situation. 


Forest Fire Protection 1958 Kentucky 
law extends future fire control services 
the State Division Forestry private- 
owned forest land every county ona 
mandatory basis. 

The services fire towers, trained 
crews and organized system detecting 
and extinguishing forest fires previously 
were optional. county could receive 
the services paying cents per acre 
for its privately owned timberland acreage. 
The county levied this fee its timberland 
owners. 

The cost the county under the mandatory 
protection law will remain the same. The 
Division Forestry will begin expansion 
January, 1959, and will required extend 
protection all counties 1964. 


Potomac River Fishing ten member Mary- 
land-Virginia commission Potomac River 


problems has recommended that bi-state 
authority for policing and enforcing fish- 
ing, oystering and crabbing regulations 
established compact. The commission was 
set the recommendation Former Supreme 
Court Justice Stanley Reed fact-finder 
for the United States Supreme Court. The 
high court had appointed him Special Master 
Virginia suit nullify Maryland's re- 
peal 1957 compact concluded 1785. 
That agreement, made before the United States 
Constitution was adopted, gave Virginia equal 
fishing rights Maryland's Potomac River 
exchange for free passage ships and 
from Maryland through the Virginia Capes. 
The free passage ships has been academic 
matter since the United States Constitution 
was adopted. Disagreement over fishing 
the Potomac has been chronic for generations. 


Tennessee Pollution Compact President 
Eisenhower August signed consent 


AIR POLLUTION 


Interstate Agency Proposed report 


"Smoke and Air Pollution" New York 


and New Jersey has recommended creation 
interstate agency cope with 
air pollution. 


The report, prepared the Inter- 
state Sanitation Commission, sets guides 
for proposed legislation. major 
functions the proposed interstate 
agency are outlined. would (1) col- 
lect and disseminate information air 
pollution, its prevention and control; 
(2) act coordinator between air pol- 
lution control agencies the signatory 
states establishing rules and standards 
for control and abatement interstate 
pollution; (3) conduct field studies and 
investigations related air pollution; 
and (4) promulgate rules, regulations 
and standards, establish appeal hear- 
ing procedures, and issue orders for 
enforcement. 


legislation approving the Tennessee Basin 
Pollution Control Compact. The way was 
thereby cleared for Kentucky, Mississippi 
and Tennessee organize that interstate 
water improvement agreement. 

The final form the consent act was 
regarded the party states offering 
needed flexibility developing their 
cooperative pollution control programs. This 
was contrast earlier version the 
consent act which passed the House August, 
1957. 

Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina and 
Virginia may also become parties the 
compact. 


PARKS AND RECREATION 


State Park Entrance Fees Visitors 
nois state parks have the option this year 
purchasing windshield sticker good 
for entrance into thirty-one major state 
parks paying cents person for each 
entrance. Glen Palmer, director the 
Illinois Department Conservation, reports 
that the state has collected $136,000 en- 
trance fees through mid-July. This was twice 
the amount collected all last year from the 
cent fees. 


Recreation Facilities system parks 
and recreation facilities for New York, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut will studied 
committee appointed Mayor Robert 
Wagner New York and Harold Osborne, 
president the Regional Plan Association. 
The study will survey needs for parks and 
recreation the area and develop plan 
for regional 
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METROPOLITAN AND URBAN AREAS 


Capitol Planning Region The Connecticut 


State Development Commission has designated 
Hartford, Rockville and twenty surrounding 
towns the Capitol Planning Region. Under 
1957 enabling act, when per cent the 
potential representation the area adopts 
the act planning authority for the region 
will established. Representation the 
regional body will based population, 
with minimum two representatives per 
town. The new regional body will advisory 
and all its recommendations will subject 
ratification the member communities. 
The state already has Regional Planning 
Authority South Central Connecticut, 
located the New Haven area. The commis- 
sion has also made tentative definitions 
Waterbury and Bridgeport planning regions 
and expects define regions other parts 
the state this fail. 


Mass Transportation Second Interim 
Progress Report the Illinois Mass Trans- 
portation Commission has stressed the need 
for over-all coordination the various 
forms local transportation. The commis- 
sion investigating the feasibility 
setting "mass transportation districts" 
serve both coordinating and operating 
authorities. The commission reports high 
degree unanimity approach despite the 
diverse interests and backgrounds its 
fifteen members. They reflect views the 
general public, highway interests, commuter 
railroads, bus operators and the publicly 
owned Chicago Transit Authority. Prominent 
the commission's work examination 
the need and justification for supporting 
grants from tax funds aid transit 
facilities. 


Commuter Railroad Subsidy Massachusetts 


law recently enacted insures service for about 
10,000 commuters the New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad until July 1959. 
Meantime, the state hopes develop 
alternate plan provide commuter service. 
The present law calls for Boston and thirty- 
seven other communities served the line's 
Old Colony Division pay $900,000 sub- 
the railroad. amendment the 
act requires the road submit quarterly 
financial reports the State Department 
Public Utilities and special Old 
Colony Transportation Committee selected 
Governor Foster Furcolo. First payment 
the subsidy due October. 


Port Development Commission Members 
Illinois-Indiana Commission Port Devel- 
opment are studying the methods organiza- 
tion, administration and financing used 
port agencies. Members the commission 
visited three eastern Great Lakes ports and 
the Port New York July and August. The 
commission also began series public hear- 


ings July receive views and recommen- 
dations organizations interested the 
Chicago metropolitan area's port development. 
The commission, headed Representative 
Albert Hachmeister Illinois and Captain 
the state legislatures 1959. 


BUSINESS REGULATION 


Alabama Insurance Code Public hearings 
will begin September proposed Alabama 
insurance code. interim committee the 
legislature created 1957 has completed 
preliminary draft the code, which 
insurance laws. 

One provision would alter 
the State Superintendent Insurance, 
who now appointed the Governor and 
serves his pleasure. Under the new 
proposal the Superintendent could removed 
from office only impeachment. The Legis- 
lative Council will present the code bill 
form the legislature early the 1959 
session. 


NARCOTICS CONTROL 


Tests Permitted recent California law 
permits courts and parole and probation agen- 
cies require narcotic tests when the 
subject narcotic user suspected user. 
The requirement may condition proba- 
tion parole. The State Department 
Public Health, together with the State Bureau 
Narcotic Enforcement, charged with 
administration the regulations regarding 
the test. Appointment physician 
conduct the test must approved the bu- 
reau. The test will given only upon 
request the agency having supervision 
those tested. 


ADMINISTRATION, BUDGETING 


State Budget Officers The National Asso- 
ciation State Budget Officers, meeting 
San Francisco August 11-14, recommended 
that research state budgeting undertaken 
colleges, universities and research foun- 
dations. The Association members pledged their 
willingness cooperate with any college 
university which proposes research study. 
Thirty-two states and five territories were 
represented the meeting, the Fourteenth 
Annual Conference the Association. 


Procedures The Minnesota Depart- 
ment Public Examiner recently published 
manual, Classification Accounts for Use 


Fiscal Officers Cities and Villages 
Minnesota. The classification resulted 
from 1957 law requiring the Public Examiner 
prescribe minimum auditing procedures. 
committee which developed the accounts 
classification now working accounting 
manual for municipalities and the establish- 
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ment minimum auditing procedures for use 
accountants engaged auditing municipal 
affairs. Organizations represented the 
committee include the state Society Certi- 
fied Public Accountants, the Minnesota Asso- 
ciation Public and Tax Accountants, the 
Minnesota Clerks and Finance Officers Asso- 
ciation and the Department Public Examiner. 


Warehousing and Inventory Control Vermont 


Task Force Warehousing and Inventory 
Control has submitted report with recommen- 
dations the Commission Study State Gov- 
ernment. Three types recommendations were 
submitted dealing with legislative action, 
administrative action and areas recommended 
for further study. The task force proposed 
that the state build and operate central 
warehouse for federal surplus property, 
liquor and general merchandise items. 
study was urged the control inventory 
through IBM system and the extension 
inventory control include equipment and 
maintenance items. 


LEGISLATIVE SERVICES, PROCEDURES 


The Legislative Process study the 
General Assembly Maryland has been pub- 
lished the Bureau Governmental Research 
the University Maryland. The report 
details the legislative powers and limita- 
tions, apportionment, and organization 
the legislature. Included listof the 
Senate and House standing committees and 
comparison their workloads. table 
listing the occupations members the 
legislature shows that more than half 
the Senators and nearly one-third the 
House members are attorneys. One section 
the report describes the composition, 
functions, organization and achievements 
the Department Legislative Reference, 
the Legislative Council and the Fiscal 
Research Bureau. 


Legislative Council Urged The Bureau 
Public Administration the University 


Mississippi has urged establishment 
legislative council for the state. The 
bureau indicated recent report that 
interim committees are "not satisfactory 
substitute for the legislative council." 
The report pointed out that interim committees 
have cost biennial average more than 
$111,000 since 1946. listed three methods 
meeting needs legislative policy-making: 
(1) creation full-time legislature, hold- 
ing annual sessions and possessing research 
staff directly responsible the legislature; 
(2) continuation the biennial legislative 
session with occasional special sessions, 
employing legislative council and permanent 
staff; (3) continuation the biennial 
session with more frequent use interim 
committees. 


South Dakota Recommendations school 


Kentucky Topographic Maps The map 
library the Kentucky Department 


Economic Development has file 763 
separate maps detailing almost all natural 


and man-made features the state. 
Each section covers fifty-nine square 
miles. seven year project, the topo- 
graphic mapping was completed cost 
$6.5 million the United States 
Geological Survey, which shared the ex- 
pense equally with the state. The maps 
are for sale from the library. The 
library's biggest customer for them 
the Industrial Development Division 
the Department Economic Develop- 
ment. The division uses the maps and 
aerial photos selling industrial 
sites investors. 


instruct committee chairmen the mechanics 
committee operations and procedures has 
been recommended subcommittee the 
South Dakota Legislative Research Council. 
school has been conducted the past for 
new state legislators. Other recommendations 
the group include committee realignment 
and early introduction administration bills. 
The subcommittee opposes lengthening the 
present sixty day legislative session. 


THE COURTS 


Administration Justice comprehensive 
four part study has been completed the 
structure and workings courts North 
Carolina from colonial times the present. 
The study the State Bar Association's 
Committee Expediting and Improving the 
Administration Justice North Carolina. 
Reports have been published the 
Institute Government the University 
North Carolina four issues its 
magazine, Popular Government. first 
the reports outlined the history the 
structure and jurisdiction the state courts. 
The second and third dealt with civil 
litigation and administration criminal 
justice. The fourth report domestic 
relations and juvenile courts. 


Judicial Reorganization The United States 


Attorney General's Conference Court 
Congestion and Delay Litigation, meeting 
July 16-17 Washington C., recommended 
the organization special standing com- 
mittees each state further the work 
the conference. During the meeting, 
Charles Rhyne, President the American 
Bar Association, noted that court congestion 
more serious state than federal courts. 
recommended enlarged courthouses with ade- 
quate administrative personnel. Also recom- 
mended were flexible rules procedure, 
greater use pre-trial conferences, more 
judicial specialization, and assignment 
cases the chief judge acting adminis- 
trative officer. 


SUBSTITUTE FOR CORONER'S OFFICE 


County Medical Examiners survey the 
effectiveness and implementation the county 
medical examiner system Texas has been 
published the Institute Public Affairs 
the University Texas. Two counties have 
adopted the system, replacing the old justice 
the peace-coroner system. Texas the 
justice the peace has responsibility for 
the investigation and determination sudden 
death and death from doubtful causes. Under 
1955 Medical Examiner Act, counties over 
250,000 population could initiate the 
program. 

The act calls far appointment county 
medical examiner who must physician. 
indicates that should, the greatest 
extent possible, have training pathology 
and other medicolegal sciences. 

The permissive legislation has resulted 
different approaches medicolegal inves- 
tigation sudden and violent death. 
Bexar county, where San Antonio located, 
the medical examiner qualified forensic 
pathologist who acts administrative office 
chief and performs almost all the medico- 
legal autopsies. The medical examiner 
Harris county, where Houston located, 
physician but not pathologist. 
chiefly administrative officer. staff 
pathologists perform the autopsies which 
come under the jurisdiction the department. 

The institute reports there possibil- 
ity that the plan will extended when the 
legislature meets 1959. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS 


Menominee Referendum The Menominee Indian 
reservation Wisconsin will hold refer- 
endum September concerning the form local 
government established upon termination 
federal supervision. coordinating and 
negotiating committee the tribe has report- 
favorably county type government. 
Termination federal supervision set 
for January, 1961. The coordinating committee 
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has suggested that the county form 
operation January, 1960. This would 
require legislation the 1959 state legis- 
lature. the plan adopted the reserva- 
tion, 234,000 acres, will called 
Menominee County. 


TAX PROBLEMS 


Timber Taxation The Oregon State Tax 
Commission has held series public 
hearings variations among counties 
timber taxation. part statewide 
reappraisal progran, the commission's 
valuation division had recommended values 
used unit quantities timber. 
These recommendations have been treated 
differently several county boards 
equalization, and the hearings were ordered 
determine reasons for the variations. 


Bank Taxation petition has been filed 
with the Utah State Tax Commission prevent 
state-chartered banks from sustaining high- 
tax burden than federally chartered banks. 
escape assessment for non-payment use 
taxes, state-chartered bank has asked for 
equal treatment with national banks. Federal 
law exempts the latter from the sales, use 
and personal property taxes. State banks 
pay these taxes the same basis any other 
private concern. 

Tax Commission Chairman Shoemaker 
said the commission's policies were controlled 
both federal and state law. law 
and United States Supreme Court rulings exempt 
national banks instruments the federal 
government from particular taxes. The state 
bank petition contends that the Utah consti- 
tution provides that taxes shall not dis- 
criminatory and that Utah corporations should 
not suffer disadvantage under state law. 
The bank also contends that membership 
the Federal Reserve System makes state- 
chartered bank much instrumentality 
the national government federally 
chartered institution. 
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